Love, Acceptance, &
Forgiveness...
#3 - FORGIVENESS
...or “What is the Mission & Purpose of
the Church?”
Micah 7:18,19; Colossians 3:12,13

FORGIVENESS...
As a church family - BEING the church, living as
Christ followers = being willing to guarantee:
LOVE - people will be loved, always, under every
circumstance, without measure
ACCEPTANCE - people will be accepted, without
reservation or qualification
FORGIVENESS - people will be forgiven, no matter
how miserably they fail or sin - they will receive
unreserved forgiveness

FORGIVENESS...
TO FORGIVE
...release from bondage
or imprisonment
the forgiveness or pardon
of sins
remission of the penalty
for wrongdoing
to let go, to give up a
debt, keep no longer, go
away to another place

Reaper, with Millet - Van Gogh

FORGIVENESS...
May 13, 1981 - Mehmet Ali
Agca, attempted to
assassinate Pope John Paul II
- shooting him 4x - he survived
Agca was given a life-sentence
for this crime
December 27, 1983 - the
Pope went to the prison where
Agca was held & spoke with
him privately for 20 minutes & later said that “Agca had his
forgiveness & his trust...”
How could this be?

Pope John Paul II w/Mehmet Agca

FORGIVENESS...
Jesus Christ - on the cross
Wrongfully accused by the
religious leaders & the Romans
Betrayed by Judas; denied by
Peter; abandoned by the rest
Tortured by the Romans
Rejected by the crowds that
days earlier had been trying to
crown Him king
His response? Luke 23:34
Father, forgive them; they don’t
know what they’re doing...

White Crucifixion - Chagall

FORGIVENESS...
Starts with acknowledging my own need to be
forgiven by God, through repentance & salvation
in Jesus Christ - Romans 3:23,24
Is promised to all who confess & repent of sin,
based upon God’s faithfulness & justice, & leads
to us being cleansed from all sin - 1John 1:5-10
Involves taking my personal judgment OFF of a
person - & leaving that to God - Romans 12:19
Is a choice, not a feeling, & isn’t about agreement
with the actions of the individual

FORGIVENESS...
Where is another God like You, who pardons
the sins of the survivors among His people?
You cannot stay angry with Your people
forever, because You delight in showing mercy.
Once again You will have compassion on us.
You will trample our sins under Your feet and
throw them into the depths of the ocean!
Micah 7:18,19 NLT

FORGIVENESS...
You were dead because of your sins &
because your sinful nature was not yet cut
away. Then God made you alive with Christ,
for He forgave all our sins.
He cancelled the record of the charges against
us, & took it away by nailing it to the cross.
Colossians 2:13,14 NLT

FORGIVENESS...
Forgiveness is not optional
Matthew 6 -...& forgive us
our sins, as we forgive
others who sin against us...
Mark 11:25 -... whenever
you stand praying, forgive
Luke 6:37 -...don’t judge, &
you won’t be judged.
Forgive & you’ll be forgiven
Ephesians 4:32 - forgive
each other, just as in Christ,
God forgave you

Flowers & Lovers - Chagall

FORGIVENESS...
Since God chose you to be the holy people He
loves, you must clothe yourselves with
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility,
gentleness & patience.
Make allowance for each other’s faults, &
forgive the person who offends you.
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you
must forgive others.
Colossians 3:12,13 NLT

FORGIVENESS...
Where does this start for
the Church? Hillside-ers?
For me?
With the people in my
circle of contact
With those that have
wronged me personally LIVING OUT the same
forgiveness Christ has
offered us
Matthew 18:21 - Peter &
the 70 x 7

At Eternity’s Gate - Van Gogh

FORGIVENESS...
RESOURCES
Hillside’s Healing prayer Prayer@Hillside4.org
www.MoreLifeNow.org
www.JoyceMeyer.org
www.RZim.org
iTunes search: View Hillside
& Rob Bell
The Daily Audio Bible
www.dailyaudiobible.com

Cafe Terrace at Night - Van Gogh
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