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Hope as a primary 
characteristic of Christ-
followers - “family values”

1Timothy 1:1 = Jesus Christ is 
the reason, basis, & foundation 
for my hope, good expectations 
& faith

1Timothy 4:10 - our hope is in 
the Living God, Who is the 
Saviour of all people...

Some of the primary opponents 
to being a people of hope: 
difficult circumstances, 
disappointments, unmet 
expectations, depression, & 
despair...
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Matthew 11 - John the 
Baptist, in prison, heard 
about all the things that 
Messiah was doing... & was 
disappointed...?

John sent his disciples to 
ask Jesus, “Are You the 
Messiah we’ve been 
expecting, or should we 
keep looking for someone 
else?”

What were the things that 
Messiah (the Anointed One) 
was doing?

context: Matthew 10
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People of Hope

Jadis & Edmund - LWW

Jesus’ response - Go back to 
John & tell him:

The blind see, the lame walk, 
lepers are cured, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised to life, & the 
Good News is preached to the 
poor...

And, blessed are those who do 
not turn away because of Me 

turn away = fall away, become 
offended, stop trusting, 
desert, give in to 
disappointment

Jesus’ observations on John 

What was John (& others) 
expecting from the Messiah?
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Pitched Battle - PC - Baynes

1st century context - 400 years 
of prophetic silence, post-
Malachi

Roman governmental, political, 
economic, social & cultural 
domination

‘prince of peace,’ Caesar is 
lord, etc... vs. Shema Yisrael

Pontius Pilate - overseer & 
Roman representative

Herod the Great - architectural 
wonders Caesarea, fortifier of 
Masada, rebuilder of the 
temple, terrorizer of Judea

Ripe for revolution...



People of Hope

Reepicheep - LB - Baynes

Isaiah 9:1-5 - prophecies about 
Messiah - Darkness & despair 
won’t go on forever - those that 
walk in darkness will see a 
great light

Israel will again be great, & Its 
people will rejoice, & shout with 
joy like warriors dividing the 
plunder

God will break the chains that 
bind His people, & the whipe 
that scourges them... like 
Midian... & all war-gear will be 
burned & never used again...
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vv6,7 - For a child is born to 
us, a Son. And the government 
will rest on His shoulders. He 
will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace

His ever expanding 
government will never end, & 
He will rule forever with 
fairness & justice from the 
throne of David (Son of David) 
- The LORD Almighty 
guarantees this

10:27 ... in that day, the LORD 
will end the bondage of His 
people. He will break the yoke 
of slavery...
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Fledge - MN - Baynes

Could this be Messiah? not just a 
question about God’s promised 
Anointed One - the title carried 
with it political & military 
ramifications as well

Matthew 21:9-11 Hosanna to the 
Son of David! - declaring this is 
our deliverer come to reestablish 
the throne of David

Luke 2:38 - Anna & Jesus as the 
promised King that would deliver 
Jerusalem

John 6:14,15 - He’s the One! 
People try to make Him king by 
force

Acts 1:6 - is it time now for You to 
free Israel?



People of Hope

Lucy at Lantern Waste

The Kingdom of God, & the 
gospel Jesus declared didn’t 
meet John’s expectations of what 
He SHOULD be & be doing

John is disappointed, in jail, w/o 
hope for deliverance - a long way 
from declaring “This is the Lamb 
of God, Who takes away the sin of 
the world...”

Jesus’ disciples in the same place 
after His death on the cross - 
frustrated, depressed, afraid

Forming a Messiah, Deliverer, 
Savior in our own image 
according to our agenda, vs. 
receiving Jesus & looking to 
Jesus as He is...
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The Temptation of Edmund

Luke 4:18,19 The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon Me - to preach good 
news to the poor

To proclaim freedom to those 
held captive; to heal the blind & 
to free the downtrodden; Now is 
the time of God’s favor...

Matthew 12:18-21 ...He won’t 
break a bruised reed; & won’t put 
out a dying candle... 

He won’t crush the weak, or 
quench the smallest hope

He brings full justice with His 
final victory

And His Name will be the hope of 
all the world...
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War Drobe in Spare Oom

The Kingdom of God IS at hand

Even when our plans fail, our 
expectations aren’t met, our 
dreams are crushed

When others let us down, when 
we are afflicted

Still, Jesus Christ is our LIVING 
HOPE, our life, the One that will 
never leave or abandon us - the 
One who is Immanu’El, God with 
us; Who’s given us the Holy Spirit 
as the deposit, declaring we 
belong to Him, & that He will 
return for us. 

Living as people of Hope, 
because of Jesus Christ



The Stable Door - LB - Baynes

RESOURCES:

Healing prayer - email: 
Prayer@Hillside4.org

www.MoreLifeNow.org

www.JoyceMeyer.org

www.RZim.org

iTunes search: View 
Hillside

iTunes search: Rob Bell or 
Mars Hill Bible Church

The Daily Audio Bible - 
www.dailyaudiobible.com
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