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3/30/2008 - Morris 
Chapman “Be ready FOR 
change... be willing TO 
change...”

Lord, use my story/to bring 
You glory/change me 

Time to grow up - grow out 
of perpetual infancy & into 
maturity in Christ

What does it look like 
when we’re grown up? The 
full measure & stature of 
Jesus Christ.

Growing Up...

Almond Tree in Blossom - Van Gogh



Ephesians 4:11-16 gifts given 
for the Church to grow up... 
into the full stature & 
measure of Christ - the goal 
is to be becoming like Jesus

Speaking the truth in love 
brings life, growth, maturity

To declare, teach, speak, & 
live out God’s Word - Truth 

‘Throwing’ Scripture at our 
life situations doesn’t make 
them go away or give us a 
free pass on hard things; 
truth has to be DECLARED & 
LIVED OUT 

Growing Up...

Blossoming Pear Tree - Van Gogh



Growing Up...

Chestnut tree in Blossom - Van Gogh

In Christ, we have a new 
nature, which we are to GROW 
UP into

2Corinthians 5:17 - new 
identity in Christ

Jesus as Savior & Lord 

New patterns,  values, 
actions, commandments that 
come from our standing in 
God’s family, through Christ 

Living as a new creation, 
growing into the full measure 
of Christ means breaking sinful 
patterns & putting on Christ

Living as a point of healing & 
blessing to our families



The power of family: NEW 
meets OLD

THROW OFF the old nature; 
corrupted, lustful, deceitful, 
sensual, selfish, natural, PUT 
ON Christ: holy, righteous, true

Every family unit has sinful 
patterns, habits, values, 
dysfunctions that have to be 
broken for us to live in the NEW

It is not disloyal or dishonoring 
to acknowledge, identify, & 
work to change sin patterns - it 
is GROWING UP; becoming a 
Christ-follower; living as a new 
creation in a new identity

Growing Up...

Peach Tree In Blossom - Van Gogh



What are the sin 
characteristics of my family/
culture of origin?

Any traits, beliefs, values, 
behaviors, customs, 
commands, etc... that get in 
the way of obedience to 
Christ 

GROWING UP requires that I 
know WHERE I come from - 
looking back to GROW UP

ASKING: what have been 
our sin patterns, bondage, 
strongholds, relational 
unhealthiness, etc...?

Growing Up...

Pink Peach Tree In Blossom - Van Gogh



Growing Up...

Poppies & Butterflies  - Van Gogh

Reflection - How did my 
family of origin deal with:

Anger
Money
Sexuality
God
Church
Conflict/disagreement
Marriage/relationships
Work
Failure



Growing Up...

The Iris - Van Gogh

Remember Abraham, 
Isaac, & Jacob? 

Joseph - his story makes 
up 25% of Genesis 

Joseph’s life is marked 
by generational sin 
patterns of lying, deceit, 
hatred, rejection, 
abandonment,  injustice 
& the indelible touch of 
God

No longer walking in the 
sins of his father’s, he is 
able to break with the 
past, & be a point of 
blessing & healing



The favored son, hated & 
rejected by his brothers, 
sold into slavery - ‘he’s 
dead to us’

Slavery - wrongfully 
accused, put in prison
Prison for 13 years?
Redemption
Wholeness

Forgiveness
Blessing - Genesis 
50:14-21

Growing Up...

Chestnut Tree in Blossom - Van Gogh



What happened to Joseph 
- that he would go through 
so much pain, rejection, & 
tragedy - & still have a soft 
heart? 

An honest assessment of 
his family - & admitting the 
sins & wrongs

Response: Joseph grieved 
& wept; 7x in narrative - 
forgiveness can only 
come out of honestly 
grieving wrongs & loss

Genesis 42:24; 43:30; 
45:2; 45:15; 46:29; 50:1; 
50:17

Growing Up...

Chestnut Tree in Blossom - Van Gogh



Growing Up...

The Iris - Van Gogh

Throughout his life, 
Joseph didn’t know how 
the story would end 
Joseph keeps trusting & 
obeying in the middle of 
the pit, w/o strings - 
knowing that God 
withholds no good thing 
from those that do what 
is right - Ps. 84:11
We want to know how 
it’s going to work out 
before we fully commit 
to the process in front 
of us



Growing Up...

Garden w/Sunflowers - Van Gogh

Where I come from --> Who I 
am IN CHRIST --> 

Rewriting our life script 
according to God’s Word

Speaking the truth in love

Making no provision for our 
flesh

Not using our circumstances, 
experiences, failures, & 
disappointments as an excuse

Not getting caught up in our 
‘triumphs’

GROWING UP



Growing Up...

The Mulberry Tree - Van Gogh

RESOURCES:

www.MoreLifeNow.org

www.JoyceMeyer.org

www.RZim.org

iTunes search: View 
Hillside

iTunes search: Rob Bell 
or Mars Hill Bible Church

The Daily Audio Bible - 
www.dailyaudiobible.com


