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What do you know/believe about Heaven?

76% of Americans polled believe Heaven exists

46% believe it’s the eternal presence of God

30% believe it’s a place of rest & reward where 
souls go after death

14% believe Heaven is just symbolic

10% don’t know or don’t think there is any life 
after death

Barna Survey, 10/21/2003 - www.barna.org 
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What do you know/believe about Heaven?

64% are sure they will go to Heaven

43% will go to Heaven because they have 
accepted Jesus Christ as Savior

15% believe they’ll go to Heaven because of 
trying to keep the 10 Commandments

15% believe they’re Heaven-bound because 
they’re “basically good people”

6% believe that God loves everyone & wouldn’t 
let anyone go to Hell

Barna Survey, 10/21/2003 - www.barna.org 
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Why is Heaven a “tough question?”

We’re smart - stats show that the 
more education we have, it’s less 
likely we believe in Heaven

Death is a source of fear for many 
- therefore Heaven (an ideal place) 
with is “made to order” to help 
with fears of our own death & the 
final resting place of loved ones  

There’s lots of ideas, stories, 
myths, legends, pop culture 
thoughts on:

What Heaven is like; who goes 
there? what happens in 
Heaven? What isn’t there? etc...
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Developing beliefs 
about Heaven from 
pop culture

We turn into angels

Sitting on clouds

Playing harps

Boring - w/lots of 
doing nothing all the 
time

?
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Hebrew: ׁשׁשמים ׁשמה   שמיםׁ 

shamayim  - 300x in OT -  to be 
lofty; the sky in which the clouds 
move, as well as where the celestial 
bodies revolve; air 

Greek - οὐρανός 

ouranos -  300x in NT - the 
universe, the world; the aerial 
heavens; sky; the starry heavens; 
the region above the heavens, 
where God & heavenly beings dwell

Old English - 1460: “heofon - the 
home of God”; became Heaven, 
metaphorical place where God lives

HORTUS DELICIARUM - HELL
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Revelation 20: After the 
Great White Throne 
Judgment - all humanity & 
the nations judged

Revelation 21: “Then I saw 
a new heaven & a new 
earth, for the old heaven & 
the old earth had 
disappeared. And the sea 
was also gone. 

“And I saw the holy city, the 
New Jerusalem coming 
down from God out of 
heaven like a bride 
beautifully dressed for her 
husband.”
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Rev. 21:3 I heard a loud 
shout from the throne, 
saying, “Look, God’s home 
is now among His people! 
He will live with them, & 
they will be His people. 

v.4 God Himself will be with 
them. He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes, & there 
will be no more death or 
sorrow or crying or pain. All 
these things are one 
forever.”

v.5 And the One sitting on 
the throne said, “Look, I am 
making everything new!”  
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Rev. 21:6 “It is finished! I am 
the Alpha & the Omega - the 
Beginning & the End. To all 
who are thirsty I will give 
freely from the springs of the 
water of life.

v7. All who are victorious will 
inherit all these blessings, & 
I will be their God, & they will 
be my children.

v8. But cowards, 
unbelievers, the corrupt, 
murderers, the immoral, 
those who practice 
witchcraft, idol worshipers, 
& all liars, their fate is in the 
fiery lake of burning sulfur. 
This is the 2nd death.
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Rev. 21:10 So he took me in the 
Spirit to a great, high mountain, & 
he showed me the holy city, 
Jerusalem, descending out of 
heaven from God. 

vv11,12. It shone with the glory of 
God & sparkled like a precious 
stone - like jasper as clear as 
crystal. The city wall was broad & 
high, with 12 gates guarded by 12 
angels. And the names of the 12 
tribes of Israel were written on the 
gates.

v13 There were 3 gates on each 
side...The wall of the city had 12 
foundation stones, & on them were 
written the names of the 12 
apostles of the Lamb.
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Rev. 21:15 The angel 
who talked to me held 
in his hand a gold 
masuring stick to 
measure the city, its 
gates & its wall. When 
he measured it, he saw 
that it was a square, as 
wide as it was long.

In fact, its length, width, 
& height were each 
about 1400 miles. Then 
he measured the walls 
& found them to be 
about 216 feet thick. 
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New Jerusalem - size in contrast
to the continental USA



Rev. 21:18 The wall was made 
of jasper, & the city was pure 
gold, clear as glass. The wall 
of the city was built on 
foundation stones, inlaid with 
12 precious stones.

Jasper, sapphire, agate, 
emerald, onyx, carnelian, 
chrysolite, beryl, topaz, 
chrysoprase, jacinth, & 
amethyst.

The 12 gates were made of 
pearls - each gate from a 
single pearl! And the main 
street was pure gold, clear as 
glass. 
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New Jerusalem - 
from the Heaven Art Project



Rev. 21:22,23 I saw no temple in the 
City, for the Lord God Almighty & the 
Lamb are its temple. And the city 
has no need of sun or moon, for the 
glory of God illuminates the City, & 
the Lamb is its light.

vv24,25 - the nations will walk in its 
light & the kings of the world will 
enter the city in all their glory. Its 
gates will never be closed at the end 
of the day for there is no night there. 

vv26,27 And all the nations will bring 
their glory & honor into the city. 
Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, 
nor anyone who practices shameful 
idolatry & dishonesty - but only 
those whose names are written in 
the Lambs Book of Life. 
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Rev. 22 The angel showed me a river with 
the water of life, clear as crystal flowing 
form the throne of God & of the Lamb. it 
flowed down the center of main street. 
On each side of the river grew a tree of 
life, bearing 12 crops of fruit, with a fresh 
crop each month. The leaves were used 
for medicine to heal the nations.

No longer will there be a curse upon 
anything, for the throne of God & of the 
Lamb will be there, & His servants will 
worship Him. And they will see His face, 
& His name will be written on their 
foreheads. 

And there will be no night there - no need 
for lamps or sun- for the Lord God will 
shine on them. And they will reign forever 
& ever.
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Where Jesus is

John 14:2; Acts 7:56; 
Luke 1:2; 
2Corinthians 5:2; 
Philippians 1:23

A large place with 
enough room

John 14:2,3; 
Revelation 21

A better place

Hebrews 10:34; 11:16
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An ideal place 

Matthew 6:10; 
Revelation 21:4

A place of inheritance

1Peter 1:4; Romans 
8:17

A place of reward

Matthew 5:12; 6:20; 
19:21; Luke 12:33; 
Colossians 1:5; 
2Timothy 4:8
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A place of praise & 
worship  

Revelation 4:8-10; 
5:9; 15:4; 19:1; 22:3

A place of beauty, 
splendor, & glory

Revelation 21 & 22

A place of joy

Matthew 25:21; Luke 
15:7; Hebrews 12:2; 
Revelation 21:4
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A place of personal 
identity - knowing & 
being known   

Luke 16; Matthew 
17:2,3; Philippians 4:3

Post-resurrection, 
Jesus’ disciples 
could recognize Him

Revelation 2:17; 3:12
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What we’ve been taught & what we’ve thought 
may be different than what Scripture teaches

It brings up other questions: 

Who goes to Heaven & why?

What happens in Heaven? What do we do?

Are Heaven, Paradise, & the New Jerusalem 
the same thing?

How do we know if we’re in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life?

The Bible & Heaven



What is your response 
to this description of 
Heaven?

In what ways does 
hearing about Heaven 
affect how you live? 
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