
Foundations of Our Faith
The Historical Jesus

and modern challenges



“I know something about 
Jesus that nobody knows!”

“new discovery” 
“secret information”
“hidden documents”



How did this make me feel?



Marketing Formulas



Marketing Formulas
• Take an incredible  

claim
• Say it over and over 

and over and over…
• Bring in EXPERTS
• Testimonials
• Create a sense of 

URGENCY



Marketing Formulas
• What if the story of 

Jesus was a lie?
• Ask it over and over 

and over and over…
• Bring in EXPERTS
• Testimonials
• Create a sense of 

URGENCY



Marketing Formulas



Marketing Formulas





Stop - Look - Ask

“new discovery” 
“secret information”
“hidden documents”



The Historical Jesus

• “Those who cannot 
remember the past 
are condemned to 
repeat it.”  

   George Santayana

• “There is nothing 
new under the 
sun.”

               Solomon
                     



The Historical Jesus



The “Lost” Gospels
• The Gnostic Gospels



The “Lost” Gospels
• The Gnostic Gospels
• Nag Hammadi



The “Lost” Gospels
• The Gnostic Gospels
• Nag Hammadi
• 52 copies of ancient 

writings
• “…earlier, more 

authentic, more 
female-friendly 
Christian scriptures.”
               Dan Brown



The “Lost” Gospels
• The Gnostic Gospels

• “…They collected sayings 
of Jesus shaped to fit their 
own interpretation (as in 
the Gospel of Thomas), 
and offered their 
adherents an alternative 
or rival form of 
Christianity.”

      John McManners   

• “Gnosis” = knowledge



The “Lost” Gospels
 “…Who is the great liar? The one who says 

that Jesus is not the Christ. Such people are 
antichrists, for they have denied the Father 
and the Son.”

      (1 John 2:22, NIV).
 
“It is not possible that the Gospels can be 

either more or fewer in number than they 
are.”

     Irenaeus



The “Lost” Gospels

• “I know a certain gospel which is called 
“The Gospel according to Thomas” and 
a “Gospel according to Matthias,” and 
many others have we read—lest we 
should in any way be considered 
ignorant because of those who imagine 
they possess some knowledge if they 
are acquainted with these…”



The “Lost” Gospels
“…Nevertheless, among all these we have 

approved solely what the church has 
recognized, which is that only four gospels 
should be accepted.”

     Origen (early 3rd Century)
“The Gnostic writings were not written by the 

apostles, but by men in the second century 
(and later) pretending to use apostolic 
authority to advance their own teachings. 
Today we call this fraud and forgery.” 

    Normon Geisler



The “Lost” Gospels
• “Many people have 

written accounts about 
the events that took 
place among us. They 
used as their source 
material the reports 
circulating among us 
from the early disciples 
and other eyewitnesses 
of what God has done 
in fulfillment of his 
promises.” 



The “Lost” Gospels
• “…Having carefully 

investigated all of these 
accounts from the 
beginning, I have 
decided to write a 
careful summary for 
you, to reassure you of 
the truth of all you were 
taught.” 

        (Luke 1:1-4, NLT) 



The “Lost” Gospels
…what if somebody 

could prove that 
what I’ve always 
believed about 
Jesus is false?

...what would the 
implications be for 
me personally?



How would Paul feel?

“…For if there is no resurrection of the dead, 
then Christ has not been raised either. 14 
And if Christ has not been raised, then all 
our preaching is useless, and your faith is 
useless. 15 And we apostles would all be 
lying about God—And if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has 
not been raised. 



How would Paul feel?

17 And if Christ has not been raised, then 
your faith is useless and you are still 
guilty of your sins. 18 In that case, all who 
have died believing in Christ are lost! 19 
And if our hope in Christ is only for this 
life, we are more to be pitied than anyone 
in the world. 



How would Paul feel?

20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from 
the dead. He is the first of a great harvest 
of all who have died.  21 So you see, just 
as death came into the world through a 
man, now the resurrection from the dead 
has begun through another man. 


