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Bible Study Helps
• Utilize a couple of translations of the Bible

• New Revised Standard; New American 
Standard; New King James; New Living 
Translation; The Message

• Notepad/something to write on

• Questions, thoughts, ponderings, wonderings

• Online Bible Program (Quickverse, 
PCBible, www.BibleGateway.com)

• Bible Handbook, dictionary, etc…



Bible Study Helps
• UNDERSTANDING CONTEXT:

• Who wrote it? 

• Who is it written to?

• When was it written?

• What was going on in the world this 
was written to? 

• Is there any pertinent historical & 
cultural background that would be 
helpful in understanding this?



The Letter of James
• James, the 1/2 brother 

of Jesus (one of the sons 
of Joseph & Mary)

• Acts 15; Galatians 1:19

• 1Corinthians 15:7

• Recognized as a leader of 
the Jerusalem church

• Written 49-62 A.D., 
thought to be the 1st 
N.T. book - chronology

Icon of James the Just



The Letter of James

• 2:14-26 - Faith is shown in  
& through our actions - or, 
faith is verified by actions

• This “faith in action” is 
how we know that we 
belong to Christ - we love 
Him, & we love others

• James’ message can be 
misunderstood - many 
can’t reconcile how “saved 
by grace” ties in  with 
“faith in action”... not 
mutually exclusive



The Letter of James
• vv14-16 Faith & actions - 

more than words - ‘the 
true religion’ of 1:26,27

• Faith: πίστις- pistis -
conviction of truth; trust 
in Christ 

• Works/Actions: ἔργον - 
ergon - our business; what 
occupies us; what we do

• Moving out of theoretical 
faith & belief, going beyond 
verbal assent & into action

• What good is it to talk 
about faith w/o showing 
the evidence of faith...?

A Walk w/Father Abraham



The Letter of James
• vv17,18 James argues: 

Faith by itself isn’t enough - 
w/o change of behavior, 
“faith w/feet on” it’s dead & 
useless

• Not arguing the question of 
salvation - the evidence of 
faith in/believing into Christ 
is a changed life (or the fruit 
that Jesus talks about in 
Matthew 7) 

• Jousting: you have faith, 
others have deeds... How 
can you have one (faith) 
without the other (deeds)? 

• You see faith by a life lived 
out - even w/o any words



The Letter of James
• vv19,20  Declaration of 

faith - One God: it’s a 
good thing to believe. But 
there is more to Christ-
following than that

• The declaration or 
profession of belief isn’t 
enough - for even the 
demons believe (πιστεύω - 
pisteuō) that there’s one 
God... & they’re 
trembling because of it. 

• Faith w/o good deeds is 
useless (dead, w/o 
breath or animation)



The Letter of James
• vv21-23 Case in point #1: 

Abraham 

• He believed God, & it was 
counted to him as righteousness 
(Genesis 15:6)

• His believing God happened 
when He 1st heard God’s 
promise - about his numerous 
descendants

• Then, his faith was shown (put 
into action) by his obedience - 
even when (esp. when?) the 
point of obedience seemed to not 
make sense

• Abraham’s faith --> He is a friend 
of God (2Chronicles 20:7; 
Isaiah 41:8) 

Abraham & Isaac - Rembrandt 1634



The Letter of James
• v24 We’re shown to be 

‘right’ (justified) with God by a faith 
in action (confident reliance on God 
that produces ‘holy deeds’) not by 
faith (intellectual agreement) 
alone; Huh? What does this mean? 

• Revisiting Ephesians 2:8-10 God 
saved us by His grace when we 
believed. It’s not by what we’ve 
done that we’ve been saved, so we 
can’t boast about it. 

• SO, since we’re God’s masterpiece, 
new in Christ Jesus, we can do (put 
faith into action) the good works He 
planned for us long ago

• Because of what God has done, we 
put our trust in Him; this trust 
translates to obedient action



The Letter of James
• vv25,26  Case in point, #2 - 

Rahab the prostitute

• Known by her occupation, even 
after all these years... even 
though an ancestor of King 
David... & Christ!

• She was shown to be right with 
God by her actions when she 
protected Israel’s messengers 
(Joshua 2:8-13; Jericho) - 

• As a non-Hebrew woman, she 
was made right (justified) by 
her faith in action

• Vivid Picture: The body 
without breath is dead - that is 
what faith w/o action 
accompanying it is like

Rahab and 2 Spies - Marc Chagall



The Letter of James
• What does “faith in 

action” look like, lived 
out?

• How do we show what we 
believe? (What 
demonstrates our 
beliefs?)

• Why is Abraham called 
the friend of God? What’s 
it mean to be the friend of 
God?

• In what areas is God 
calling us to put our faith 
into appropriate action?
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