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Teaching with Parables...
Parables were a common component used by 
rabbis in teaching their disciples 

Using short, allegorical stories to help the hearers 
to understand the real nature & significance of 
God, His commandments, the law, & relationship 
with God.

The elements of a parable were taken from 
familiar conditions in the lives of the hearer



1) Introduction - to what may the matter being taught 
be compared? It is like...

2)The Cast - the characters in the story

3)The Plot - what is this story about?

4)The Conflict - the major problem of the story

5)Resolution - how is the problem solved? This may be 
left up to the ‘hearers’ to solve. 

6)Decision/Application - applied to daily life, using 
language like, “so it is also...” or “how much more then 
is...” - addresses the heart/imagination of the hearer

Teaching with Parables...



Parables of Jesus...
True religion builds relationship 
with God & with people 

People WILL hurt, violate, & 
wrong each other; Matthew 18 
& church discipline issues

Exodus 34:5-7 God’s 
characteristics: merciful, 
gracious, faithful & 
compassionate

Rabbi Gamaliel: The one 
merciful to others will have 
the mercy of Heaven shown to 
them. Those that don’t, won’t.



Parables of Jesus...
The setting: the 10-day 
period between New Year & 
the Day of Atonement - 
(Leviticus 16 & 23)

This 10-day span is the time 
for seeking forgiveness & 
reconciliation with others 

Can’t seek God’s mercy & 
forgiveness on Day of 
Atonement (w/fasting & rest) 
w/o reconciliation w/others

Day of Atonement is a 
collective experience for the 
whole community



Parables of Jesus...
Matthew 18:21-35 - Peter 
came to Jesus & asked: 
How often should I forgive 
my brother who sins against 
me? 7 times (for the same 
offense)? 

Forgive = to send away, 
let go, give up a debt, 
keep no longer

Jesus replied: No. 70 x 7... 
His answer isn’t to give us 
an absolute number, but to 
illustrate God’s kingdom & 
God’s character



Parables of Jesus...
The Kingdom of Heaven (KOG) 
can be compared to a king who 
decided to bring his accounts 
up to date w/those that had 
borrowed from him

In the process, 1 servant came 
before him that owed 10,000 
talents (1 talent = 6,000 
Denarii; 10,000 = $3 billion)

He couldn’t pay - & couldn’t 
ever hope to pay (it would 
take 150 years)

Solution: sell him, his wife, kids 
to pay the debt (Amos 2:6; 
8:6; 2Kings 4:1) A Millstone



Parables of Jesus...
v26 - seeking mercy; he falls 
down, begging: “Be patient, & I 
will pay it all.” No individual 
could ever hope to do this

v27 - the king was filled w/
compassion; he released him, & 
forgave his debt

σπλαγχνίζομαι -  
splagchnizomai -to be moved as 
to one’s bowels, hence to be 
moved with compassion

Exodus 34:6,7 God is quick 
to show compassion & 
extend forgiveness to the 
one seeking it Jerusalem Gate



Parables of Jesus...
v28 - he left the king & found 
a fellow servant who owed him 
100 denarii (= about $5,000)

He grabbed the man by the 
throat & demanded instant 
payment: Deja vu - the 2nd 
man cried out & ask for 
patience & mercy

The 1st man refused, & had the 
man thrown into jail (under the 
watch) until he could repay the 
debt

These interactions were 
observed by others... & 
reported to the king



Parables of Jesus...
v32- the king recalled the 1st 
servant to his presence: “You 
evil (heavily burdened, wicked) 
servant - I forgave you an 
impossible debt because you 
pleaded for mercy

Shouldn’t you have had 
compassion on the other 
servant in the same manner 
that I had mercy on you?”

The king was angry, & gave the 
man to the tormenters (the 
jailer, torturer) until he paid all 
that was due

What was the debt owed? 
What was payment was due? Zion Gate



Parables of Jesus...
v34- And that’s what My 
heavenly Father will do to you if 
you refuse to forgive others 
their tresspasses (debts) from 
your heart

Matthew 5:23,24 reconciliation, 
forgiveness, & the altar

Matthew 6:14,15 If we forgive, 
we’ll be forgiven by God. If not, 
we won’t be.

Matthew 7 - whatever measure 
we use towards others will be 
used towards us



Parables of Jesus...
What does this parable 
show about God’s 
character? 

Why do you believe that 
mercy, forgiveness, & 
compassion are such big 
deals to God?

What are the obstacles 
to seeking/extending 
forgiveness to/from 
others?
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