
The Wheat & the Weeds

Parables of Jesus #10
Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43



Parables were a common component used by rabbis in 
teaching their disciples 

Using short, allegorical stories to help the hearers to 
understand the real nature & significance of God, His 
commandments, the law, & relationship with God.

The elements of a parable were taken from familiar 
conditions in the lives of the hearer

Teaching with Parables...



1) Introduction - to what may the matter being taught be 
compared? It is like...

2)The Cast - the characters in the story

3)The Plot - what is this story about?

4)The Conflict - the major problem of the story

5)Resolution - how is the problem solved? This may be left 
up to the ‘hearers’ to solve. 

6) Decision/Application - applied to daily life, using language 
like, “so it is also...” or “how much more then is...” - 
addresses the heart/imagination of the hearer

Teaching with Parables...



Parables of Jesus...

Weed (Tares or Darnel) Seed Wheat Seed



Parables of Jesus...
Matthew 13 The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like... a farmer who 
sowed good seed in his field

While people were sleeping 
(actual sleep; dullness), his 
enemy sowed weeds (tares) in 
his field

A practice among rivals; to 
‘sabotage’ the harvest of 
another using tares

Tares are similar to wheat, but 
when tares ripen, they have 
black kernels, & no economic/
nutritional value

Wheat Sprouts



Parables of Jesus...

Immature Tare
Mature Tare

The crop began to grow, but 
so did the tares

The sabotage is evident - the 
field where the good seed was 
planted is also full of weeds 

What is to be done? 
Harvesters ask: “Should we 
pull out the weeds from the 
wheat?”

No - because if you do, 
some of the wheat may be 
damaged as well



Parables of Jesus...

v30 - Let the two 
grow together until 
the harvest

Then, I’ll tell the 
harvesters to sort out 
the weeds & burn 
them

After, you can gather 
the wheat & put it into 
my barn

Wheat & Weeds - together



Parables of Jesus...
vv36,37 - the disciples 
talmidim, went to Jesus, in 
private to seek a deeper 
understanding - please explain 
the parable of the weeds

When Jesus explains the 
parable, there’s no 2nd 
guessing about meaning

The farmer is the Son of Man: 
a Messianic title, used in the 
Bible 100+ times 

Refers to Jesus Wheat in the Middle East



Parables of Jesus...

Wheat & Weeds - together

v38 - The field where the 
seeds are planted is the 
world

The good seed represents 
the people of the Kingdom

The weeds are the people 
who belong to the evil one

The word evil also can 
mean: “pressed by 
hardships & labours; toil, 
pain, & trouble...”



Parables of Jesus...

Harvest - Van Gogh

v39 - The enemy who 
planted the weeds 
among the wheat is the 
devil (the accuser or 
slanderer)

The harvest is the end of 
the world (completion of 
the eon/time; judgment)

And the harvesters are 
the angels (God’s 
messengers or envoys)



Parables of Jesus...

Grasses sheaved for burning

v40 - Just as the weeds are 
separated out & burned, so it 
will be at the end of the world

v41 - I (Jesus, the Son of 
Man), will send My angels & 
they will remove from my 
Kingdom (of Heaven) 
everything that causes sin 
(every snare & trap) & all who 
do evil (all who reject/violate 
God’s law/Torah)...



Parables of Jesus...

Wheat - Van Gogh

They (the angels) will throw them 
into a furnace of fire. There will be 
‘weeping & gnashing of teeth’ (a 
phrase used for extreme anguish 
& despair for those suffering 
eternal punishment) 

v43 - Then, the godly (those that 
have obeyed God’s laws; found 
righteous by God) will shine like 
the sun (Matthew 5:13-16) in 
their Father’s kingdom.

Anyone who is willing to hear, 
should listen & understand...



Parables of Jesus...
Who’s responsibility is it to do 
the sorting between wheat & 
weeds? Why is this important 
to remember?

Revisit Matthew 5:13-16 - 
what does it look like, lived 
out, to “let your good deeds 
shine out for all to see?” 

What key element of the 
“Kingdom of Heaven” do you 
see revealed in this parable?
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